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Mayor: 
Fun has 


not left 
Fishers 


Fadness says projects will 
better reflect city’s growth 


Baby's death leads 
family to help others 


John Tuohy 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


First, the Fair Train was grounded. 
Then, the Freedom Fest was skedad- 
dled. Finally, a plan for a skating rink 
was put on ice. 

Has Fishers become a fun-free 
zone? 

The sudden demise of institutions 
that helped shape Fishers’ identity has 
some residents concerned that the 
high-striving suburb is sacrificing its 
history in the name of progress and, 
along the way, losing its character and 
traditional pleasures. 

The train and the festival go back 30 
years, before Fishers’ rise as an up- 
scale, high-tech hub. The city even 
named its downtown the “Nickel Plate 
District” after the tracks that carried 
the train. The fest, too, was tethered to 
the city’s roots, growing from a few 
booths to the largest yearly gathering 
of residents in Fishers. 

“We were surprised to see the Free- 
dom Fest end and I’m sure some long- 
time residents are sad to see these old 
traditions go away,” said Jim Cerone, 
53, a Fishers resident since 1993 and 
professional wedding DJ. “But the city 
is evolving and it is not the same place 
I moved into years ago.” 

Which is exactly what Mayor Scott 
Fadness has been telling constituents. 
Fun isn’t being shunned, just re-boot- 
ed to reflect the dynamic, bustling and 
ballooning suburb, the mayor said. Out 
with the staid, in with the new. Fad- 
ness is betting what replaces the train 
and Freedom Fest will better reflect 
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Chris Morgan, with father David at left, lost his infant son Jaxon to positional asphyxia. MICHELLE PEMBERTON/INDYSTAR 


Father, son raise awareness of accidental infant death 


Holly V. Hays 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


“What do you mean something’s wrong with Jax- 
on?” 

An autopsy would later say Jaxon’s death was the 
result of positional asphyxia — the way he was posi- 
tioned in the crib rendered him unable to breathe 
properly. 

In a state with one of the worst infant mortality 
rates in the country, another disturbing statistic 
lurks: Indiana’s rate of accidental suffocation and 
strangulation in bed is twice the national average. 


David Morgan knew something wasn’t right. 

His 4-month-old grandson was in his crib. But 
Jaxon didn’t look like he was sleeping. 

He wasn't moving. Wasn't breathing. 

“I turned and looked, and as soon as I seen him, 
my heart just shattered,” David, 41, said. 

David’s son and Jaxon’s father, Christopher, 


awoke nearby. See INFANT, Page 11A 


See FISHERS, Page 10A 


Dress code concerns students, parents 


Stephanie Wang 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


In one Washington Township middle 
school, the dress code advises: Don’t 
wear skirts shorter than your fingertips. 
Don’t wear leggings unless you cover 
your butt with a long shirt. Don’t wear 
tank tops that show your shoulders. 

But some students and parents wor- 
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ry the message the dress code sends to 
girls is: Your body is a problem. Don't 
distract the boys. 

Even if that’s not the intent, it’s an 
early message, they say, that blames 
girls for boys’ bad behavior. 

The dress code implies that boys 
cant stop themselves from looking at 
girls’ bodies, some critics say, so it’s the 
girls’ fault when boys can’t pay attention 
in math. It’s the girls who are taken out 


Cyber Monday 


Safe shopping tips can help you avoid 
scams, identity theft, 3A 


of class to change their clothes. 

“That is just control over women and 
girls,” said Angela Lyttle, a Northview 
Middle School parent. “This is where it 
starts and where we normalize it.” 

At atime of heightened national con- 
cern over sexual harassment, some are 
asking if school dress codes sexualize 
and objectify girls in a way that unfairly 
shifts blame onto them. 

Some dress codes see girls as sex ob- 


High 59° X Low 35° 


Weather 
Sunny Forecast, 16A 


©2017 


HURRY, BEFORE RATES GO UP! 
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE TODAY! 


Bloomington Ft. Wayne 


15 Year Fixed Rate 
3.375% / 3.419% APR* 


Call Today! (317) 841-2222 Mortgage Consultants Available to Assist You 


Volume 115 | No. 141 
Home delivery pricing inside 
Subscribe 888-357-7827 


jects, they say. Even a bare shoulder can 
be seen as a distraction that boys can’t 
be expected to endure. 

Critics of these types of dress codes 
say that same message, in its most ex- 
treme state, is what leads some to blame 
women and girls who are victims of sex- 
ual assault: Well, what was she wear- 
ing? Was she asking for it? 


See DRESS, Page 8A 
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